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As the year 2009 quickly comes to a close and the celebration of the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ approaches, we want to again give thanks to God and to each of you who have held up this
ministry in your prayers and supported us with your gifts and donations throughout the past year. We
are especially thankful as it has been the first year in many that we at no time during the year were
running in the red in our maintenance account. Thank you!

Thriftiness  vs. Extravagance
Allowing myself and others to spend only whatis  necessary oCharacter

In the month of September two of our workers were married.
Betel, a worker in the Casa Cuna who is from Tecoman, Colima,
married Christian, a long term volunteer in the Casa Matriz who
is here from Peru. They have taken a few months off at the
present time and will be deciding in the New Year as to whether
they are going to return as workers to the ministry here or do
something else in Tecoman where they are now residing.
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As I was wondering what I should write about in the newsletter this time, I thought that I would
perhaps give a little more in depth coverage of what “Hogar de Amor y Proteccién al Nifio” is and
what all is involved with this ministry.

Hogar de Amor Y Proteccion al Nifio is a ministry to children at risk that
was started by the church 06Gru
1992. From the first home which was initiated by renting half of a house
from one of the church members, while they themselves moved into the
other half, the ministry now has 10 homes in three different states as well
as Farmation homed6 for wo men .
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The majority of our children are not true orphans in the sense
that their parents are no longer living, but rather that they are
children at risk who need protection from abandonment,
neglect, abuse and poverty. Many of our children arrive very
emotionally damaged as a result of the situation that they have
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been rescued from. Our objective is to provide these children with the same support that should be normally
found in a loving Christian home, including providing for their emotional and spiritual needs as well as their
physical well-being. We feel that in order for the children to experience normal emotional development, it is
necessary that they receive love, security, acceptance, identity and approval. To this end, it is our mandate to

provide | oving, capabl e, Christian caregiver

components are as important to their emotional growth as good nutrition is to physical growth. The children
come to us from circumstances that are very contrary to what we have just described above. It is a huge job to
help them gain confidence first of all in themselves, and then in the people around them.

Hogar de Amor Y Proteccion al Nifio, AC began a partnership with oHope for the Nationsé in 1996 and we
have been truly blessed to have had such an important covering and working relationship with them
throughout this time. HFTN (in Canada and working through Partners in Action in the USA) has been a
tremendous help with our child sponsorship program as well as in receiving and sending to us other donations
on a monthly basis. Followingisa br i ef rundown on each of the

Casa Matriz - Colima, Col.

In the Spring of 1993, the ministry
Hogar de Amor Y Proteccion al Nifio,
AC, bought their first house and moved
the twelve children that were in the
rented home into here. This building had
been wused as a boys orphanage

' 3 i previously, but it had been shut down
and was empty. After expandlng the facilities with a two storey addition, the Casa Matriz has the capacity to
care for up to 44 children, from the ages of six to twelve years old. When the children turn 12 or 13, they
move on to either our home for teenage boys or for teen girls. The children in this home are cared for by three
married couples as well as a number of single men and women staff and volunteers.

Casa Adolescentes & Colima, Col.

' — This is the second home that the ministry opened in the city of Colima. It was
started in May 1997. We realized that we needed a separate home for the
young men once they reached a certain age so that we could have more age
appropriate care for them such as staying up later etc., without having a
conflict with the younger children. We try and keep the number of boys cared
for in this home to between eight and ten boys, so that proper care and
discipline can be maintained. Our commitment as a ministry is to help these
. —— young men obtain whatever level of education that they aspire to and prepare
them to live on thelr own, as long as they are committed to abide by the rules and regulations of the home.
There is not a certain age as to when they need to leave the home. Some of the boys in this home have part
time jobs so that they can earn some of their own spending money to buy any extras that they may need.

Casa Cuna 8 Colima, Col.

The Casa Cuna is the home that we have for the youngest of
our children, where we care for children from newborn until
they start elementary school. This home was started in a small
rented house in March 2001. The children start Kinder at the
age of four and go for two years before they move on to grade
one. We care for 20+ children in this home with Mexican
staff and volunteers as well as two couples from Canada, a
single woman from the United States and one from Peru.

S

10



Casa Senoritas 8 Colima, Col.

The teen g i thdmé accupies the upstairs floor of
this house which has the capacity to care for 12 girls.
This home was started first in a rented house in May
2001. The teen girls are cared for by two single
women (sisters) who have been working with the
ministry since August of 1993, first in the Casa
Matriz when it was the only home, and then with the
teen girls when this home was started. At the present

2 : e time, the oldest glrl we have in this home is 21 years
old and in her third year of university. Our commitment to these girls is to take them to whatever level of
education that they aspire to as long as they are willing to continue to live in accordance with the rules and
regulations of the home.

Casa Leonel - Colima, Col.

This house (shown above)was t he first home that the ministry

actually built from the ground up, which is on a lot adjacent to the Casa Matriz. The house shown in this
picture actually houses two homes, with the Casa Leonel being on the main floor and our home for teen girls
on the top floor. The Casa Leonel is our home for children aged six and up where we have put together sibling
groups that will not move on when they get older, but rather stay together in their family group. We have a
capacity for 16 children in this home. The children in this home are cared for by a married couple as well as a
number of single staff and volunteers

Casa Samuel - Ciudad Guzman, Jalisco

Proteccion al Nifio, AC., opened outside of the city of Colima. This
home which is located in the neighboring state of Jalisco, was first
opened up to meet the need of boys from the streets, boys who had
been in juvenile detention homes and other young men who had
needs but whom we could not mix in with our younger, less street
wise boys in the Teen boys home. It was started and is run by a
young couple who first spent a number of years working in the Casa
Matriz and then moved to Ciudad Guzman to start the home. Some

et of the boys are in school while others have jobs. As well, the home
has their own busmess to help support the home, baking and selling buns and cookies.

Casa Esperanza La Esperanza, Jalisco
This childrends home in La
started in the state of Jalisco by oHogar de Amor y Proteccion al
Nifiod. Itis located in a more rural setting with the Colima Volcano
in full view from the front door of the house, about 20 kms. away.
This home is run by a married couple with some single women as
helpers. They are living in a new house which is still unfinished on
the second floor. The house dad has done much of the work in
building the new home along with work teams that have come in
from the U.S. The children in this home are mostly S|bI|ng groups
: — iU of three to four children in each family. The children in this home
will stay until they are ready to live on their own and will not have to move to a different home when they
become a certain age.

Casa Samuel is the first home
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La Familia - Palmarito, Puebla

take over the responsibility for. It was in a rented facility at the time
but we have since built a new home, which the children have
already moved into although there is still finishing work to do on
the main floor as well as to construct the second level. There are
currently 28 children in this home from babies to older teens, both
boys and girls. Some of the children have grown up in the home
and it is the only family they have ever known. It is run by a
married couple with several support staff and volunteers.

Casa Famoso - Colima, Col.
R R G @ This is one of the two newest homes that were opened in August of
2001. This one was opened in a new area close to the main campus in
Col i ma. It is part of a two
a second house to be built in the future on a vacant lot that was bought
with the house. It is one of the homes that is smaller in size and more
family oriented in the fact that it will house sibling groups that we know
will be with us for an extended period of time and the children will not
leave this home when they become a certain age, but will stay with their
siblings. This home opened with a family of seven children and we may
: : - add another family or two, to a maximum of 10 to 12 children. The
home is run by a married couple with volunteer help from the church as needed.

Casa Tecoman 8 Tecoman, Col.
This is the other home that was opened in August of 2001. It also is
smaller in size and more family oriented in the fact that it will house
sibling groups that we know will be with us for an extended period of
time and the children will not leave this home when they become a
certain age, but will stay with their siblings. It is located in Tecoman, a
city about 45 minutes drive from Colima and will overseen by the pastor
of a sister church to Grupo Amor. This home opened with a family of
- : five children and we may add another family or two, to a maximum of
10 to 12 children. The home is run by a married couple with volunteer help from the church as needed.

Hasta la vista — Until we see you again

We would like to take this opportunity to wish a fond farewell to Troy and Imelda Guild, and their children
Sammy and Josh. Troy and Imelda feel that their time here in Colima has come to a close and are returning to
the U.S. to pursue the Lord@ will for their lives there. Troy and Imelda have been the directors of our Teen
Boy@ Home for the past nine years and have had a positive impact on the lives of the boys who have passed
through their doors. While we will miss this family here in Colima, we know that it is important that one be in
the will of God and it is our prayer for them that the Lord would bless all that they put their hands to and
reward them for the time of service to the children here in Colima.
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